Excerpts From the Defense Arguments 
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LOS ANGELES , April 10- 
Following are excerpts from 
the closing arguments of Rus- 
sell E. Parsons and Emile 
Zola Berman, defense attor- 
neys for Sirhan B. Sirhan. 
The chief defense counsel, 
Grant B. Cooper , began his 
argument today: He is ex- 
pected to finish tomorrow: 

Persons 

I want to first start and 
review the background and 
history of Mr. Sirhan and the 
family. . , 

The mother took the stand 
and told you that she . and 
her family were Palestinians; 
they had lived in Palestine; 
they had been there for years. 
There had been a conflict— 
and I trust you won’t feel 
that I am trying to force the 
Israeli-Arab conflict upon you 
—time has done. that... For. 
centuries they have been 
quarreling; they are today. 
Men are dying over this con- 
flict. 

These people were Palestin- 
ian Arabs, lived in their na- 
tive country with a back- 
ground of civilization behind 
them, when all of a . sudden 
they had to give up their 
home, their home that had 
been their home for years. 
That is bound to have an . ef-_ 
fect upon people, when you 
have to just pack up and 

Do you remember what she 
said? She said, “We thought 
we’d be home in two weeks. 
We thought we f a be back. ' 

They never got back — not 
to this day. 

He came to this country 
and did pretty well. And 
when his sister was lying 
with an incurable disease, he 
played hookey from school 
that he might tend the wants 
of the poor dying sister. 

He loved his sister and 
throughout this case it ap;. 
peared he loved human be- 
ings. He even had some re- 
spect for Mr. Kennedy. 

I am not condoning for a 
moment the death of a hu- 
man being. 

My opinion doesn’t amount 
to much, but I don’t even be- 


• m 


lieve in the death penalty. 

I don’t believe we have the 
right to take the life of an- 
other man. Only God can do 
that. That is what they 
taught me. 

I’ve come to kind of like 
Sirhan. You can’t be around 
him without feeling sorry for 
him, as close as we are. I’ve 
sat here and had him reach 
out and take hold of my 
hand, like a baby— You’ve 
seen him. Sure, one minute 
he appears to be smart as a 
whip; the next minute he 
can’t tell right from wrong, 
apparently. . , 

Now, ladies ahd gentle- 
men, we conceded a lot here. 
We conceded that he shot 
Senator Kennedy. We were 
not trying to pull the wool 
over your eyes. We know 
that a million -people saw 
that. We know that. 

I would like your verdict 
to spell in every hamlet on 
every desert in the Arab Re- 
public, in Europe, that a man 
can get justice in America, 
and that, is neither life ..im- 
prisonment or the death pen- 
alty, because this case doesn’t 
warrant it— not for this poor 
sick wretch. No matter what 
he did. Think that over. 

Berman 

I do not intend to repeat 
any of the matters' that were 
so broadly touched upon by 
Mr. Parsons, but I do want 
to talk to you specifically 
about a thing called trauma, 
t-r-a-u-m-a. 

Now, -trauma is a blow or 
an insult and the term of 
which I propose talk to you 
— when I talk about trauma, 
it is to one’s personality — 
trauma to what makes the 
person — a blow to what 
makes the person become 
/ what he is, no matter in what 
reference or framework in 
any part of the world or the 
. „ ppriod of life he is con- 
fronted with. . . 

And so I am going to talk 
to you about the traumatic 
events upon Sirhan, to his 
personality, from a young 
boy to a 24-year-old man. 
What it was that step by 
step put him in the posture 


which created the tragedy 
that blighted our nation. 

I will start not back in 
Jerusalem; I will start right 
here in this , country. 

Papa — dear old ever-lov- 
ing dad, you might say — ar- 
rived with Mama, Adel, Aya, 
Sirhan and Munir in 1957, 
through the help of friends, 
and settled in Pasadena. 

Not very long after their 
arrival here, came the day 
when working in the back 
yard — Sirhan — then about 

14 — interfered as a careless 
kid in some work that his 
father was doing and his 
father was about to strike 
him when Adel stepped be- 
tween the father and Sirhan 
and would not allow Papa 
to beat the young Sirhan. 

Papa immediately con- 
fronted Mama, and laid down 
the gauntlet that shet must 
make a choice between him 
and the children. 

Now just try and contem- 
plate such a scene as that, 
in the presence of children, 
the youngest of whom sits 
here now— scared by that, 
his. first trauma, because 
what happened was that 
Mama said, “You are my 
husband and he”— referring 
to Sirhan — “is my child.” 

Dear ever-loving Dad took 
all the family’s money— 
every cent of it — and depart- 
ed for Jordan and has never 
been heard from since, to 
this moment as I stand 
speaking with you. 

Now that was Trauma 
No. 1 in the U.S.A. Sirhan 
obviously felt some portio^ 
of guilt for his ' father’s con- 
duct and' for his father’s be^ 
trayal of the family ana the 
family interests. , 
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